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Dear Mr. Furth:

Pursuant to your recent discussions with Robert Hoggarth of
PCIA, set forth below are several outstanding licensing issues
pertaining to the currently pending paging proceeding (WT Docket
96-18) that require clarification. The issues have been raised by
various paging licensees and, as we have received differing
responses on these issues from Commission staff in the Gettysburg
and D.C. offices, further clarification from the Commission is
requested to provide a level of certainty for licensees and
applicants during the interim licensing period.

We believe it would be most beneficial for the Commission to
provide a wr i tten response to each issue. However, it may be
appropriate to meet with Commission staff to discuss and resolve
the outstanding issues with a written follow-up from PCIA.

1. Calculation of Interference contour

An issue exists regarding whether a 929 MHz licensee which is
calculating its interference contour for purposes of adding "fill­
in" sites is permitted to use either of the following methods: (i)
the 21 dBuV/m standard, which is specifically provided for in the
Commission's Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, WT Docket No. 96-18,
PP Docket No. 93-253, at para. 140 fn. 271 ("paging NPRM")i or
(ii) commission Rule 22.537 (f), as indicated in the Commission's
April 5, 1996 Public Notice. Enclosed for reference are the
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following: (i) standard 929 MHz dismissal letter for Form 600s
requesting fill-in sites (Ex. 1); and (ii) a letter dated July 16,
1996 from Ellen Mandell, Esq. to Laura Smith, Esq. of the
Commission (Ex. 2) which indicates that either calculation method
is permitted (presumably without regard to whether the application
was filed after the release of the Commission's April 5, 1996
Public Notice). PCIA understands that Commission staff in
Gettysburg have indicated that the only permissible method of
calculating whether a site is a 100% fill-in is through compliance
with Commission Rule 22.537(f). Clarification is requested on
this issue for those licensees which filed applications using the
21 dBu standard specified in the Paging NPRM either prior to, or
after, the Commission's release of the April 5, 1996 Public Notice.

2. Definition of Fill-In site

various licensees have requested clarification on whether
a site should be categorized as a fill-in or expansion site for
purposes of construction and license status (i.e. can a licensee
add a site which "fills in" between the composite contour of the
following types of perimeter sites: (i) granted and constructed
facilities; (ii) granted facilities which are not yet constructed
and the applicable construction date has not expired; and/or (iii)
pending facilities which were coordinated prior to the February 8,
1996 freeze date, but have not yet been granted.

3. Expansion Rights

The Order on Reconsideration of First Report and Order
released on June 11, 1996 stated that as a result of certain
Commission processing backlogs, incumbents could expand 65 km (40
mil from sites for which applications were filed as of september
30, 1995, whether or not such applications were granted prior to
February 8, 1996. The Order on Reconsideration focused primarily
on 931 MHz applicants and PCIA filed for reconsideration to address
expansion rights for pending applications in the other bands.
Clarification is requested on the status of PCIA's Petition.

4. Conditional Lioensing

Clarification is requested on the status of conditional
licensing for PCP applications coordinated prior to the August 10,
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1996 CMRS changeover date (i.e. expansion applications filed with
the Commission on or before July 31,1996 under the Interim Rules),
which will not be acted upon until after August 10, 1996. A review
of the Commission's Order released August 9, 1996 (DA 96-1277)
indicates that the Commission afforded a 120 day period to continue
operation for those licensees which were operating under
Commission Rule 90.159 as of August 10, 1996. It is PCIA's
understanding that the "blanket STA" includes not only licensees
operating pursuant to conditional authority under Rule 90.159, but
those licensees which were operating pursuant to a grant of special
temporary authority under Commission Rule 90.145 as of August 10,
1996. Clarification is requested as to whether PCIA' s
understanding on this issue is correct.

5. 929 MHz Applications For Fill-In sites

It is our understanding that 929 MHz licensees are not
required to submit an FCC Form 600 Application to add a 100% fill­
in site (i. e. no expansion of the interference contour of the
incumbent's system). Enclosed for reference (Ex. 3) is a letter
dated July 12, 1996 from the Commission's Gettysburg, PA to a
licensee regarding this issue which indicates that such filings are
not required. We request that the Commission confirm whether
PCIA's understanding on this issue is correct.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you have
any questions or require additional information, please do not
hesitate to contact either myself or Robert g h.

Enclosures
cc: Sandra K. Danner

Terry L. Fishel
Laura smith
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NOTICE OF APPUCAliON DISMISSAL

Exhibit 1

3ad1,o service: CiS

c:al.l. Si.gn}'Plle R

Your appftcatlan{s) in the Land Mobile Radio Services has been det.,mine<! to be d.f...-tIve and Is
DISMISSED in accordance with Section 1.95a ot the Commiulon's RulQ5 tor the recaon(s) incliccted
below. If you are operc:rTing under a ConditienCl Temporary Authority, you must ceCIle operations
immediately, ... Rule 90.1 S9. (f you rem•. c new f•• mev be reqUired. The oppl"lCaffan and fee "..
be flied at the proper location as fOUnd In the Wit.... Telecornmunicatlonc Bure<N Fee Ring GuIc::Ie or
S:CC 10702. AppUcations requiring frequer\cy coordination must be submitted ta the approgriafe
certified rrequency cOOlcllnator. see Secllon 90.175 of the Ccrrvnilsion's Rules. For h.Ir1her rr,tah i lOfIan.
contact the Consumer "-istance 8remen at (!CO) 322-1117 or (71 n 33&-2500.

AppJ..:i.c:ati.ons :U.l.e4 &:fter 1"ebruary 8, 1,995 (the ~opt:1.CJ:l. ate o£ the Ilo~j.c. o~

proposed in1J.e xa.Jl:.i.ng' am! the ~~ect:Lv4t c1&t:. of the 1nr.er:L1Il l~cenai.n9' £rae%e) ,;me!
be~or. Kay 10, 1.996, (1:he ..~£ec'c:.1'" elate of the :'ir$t Report and Order aM~
re~a.za.c..1.an o-f the freeze) wb.j,Cb do not eomp1y w.1th t:.ho$e types ~ appllcauons
excepted !'rOlll Ue freeze as notee! abeT.,.. sboald be dismiss.a w1ot.h the :tollovi.A9'
J.a:1CjJUaqe "'!our a.ppJ..i.cat1.on v!Uch wa.s rec:e:lve4 by the Cr:=mi.ss1.on ~t:er l'~ 8.
1.996. the e:ffect1.ve da.te of an inter.1m licensing :freeze em paq1n9 frequellc.1es. i.S
~e:fecti.ve And hereby cU.sm..1ssed l:Ie<:&uae it does not ccmply w;it.h the prcY:Ls1.ons of tJ:l.e
~reez:e ("ee Notice aJ: i>roposec1 Rul,e KaJUn9' .in WT Docket 96-~8. FCC 96-52)·.

l'he BU4eau re1.ease4 a P1I' dat"4 Apr1.~ 5, l.996 wkU.C:l c:J.&r:i.ri.ed tile de~.in.1.tion c~

inte~erence contour for ~29 KE% 1.1.ce~ee3 on exc~us~ve Channe~s as that ~er 47
CFR 22.S37(f). Such ~~t1.ons or mOC:L~1.catians are ~oWed w1.~~out p~or C~5s1on

approvaJ..

SincarQlV.

A~ Ll. LtJ~r Chief, \'ond Mobile Bra~

FCCS74E
Morch 1996
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Dear Mr. Petd:

Exhibit 3

ID....,..TD:
7110.02

ThIs coaftnDs your 1Wdei••Milll of die 0tJcdJUity diu 929 MHz J.iceMeeI ba~ 10 make
IYIfeID c:baDps duriDa die pet«.., of die pl.'OCee4inp in me mauer of ...... tJ/Ptut 22
GIlt/. Ptur 90 tf.~~.., to Ft.&dlhtJte FIIlrIn Dr.M1qmIDII ofPa,u., ~--.r 1.

Specific:aUy, die NPRM IdopII:d PebnJaIy 8, 199611 pmpapbi 1«),,141 pamit tncllmlw:nt

li,.,.,.wl to add lites to exiei"l.,1IemI or modify exiItiDa Ilta. pt'OYIded dlat such
addidom or modfftcadoas do DDt exp'ntI die~ CODtDuI' of tile n:nmbent'. exilting
system. TIle NPRM IUd10lUJeI 929 MHz Urcmrea Ibc IImr: fk:xIbUity u Pan 22 ~DtCCS

to illite JUCh .dditiont or IIIOdific:arioI witbout prior CommissioD approval if rbe tile doeS
DOl expend the lice.-'. iDrafeteDCC wutwr.2 Purtbct. u aorat ill your JuDe 12, 1996
letter. iD PubUt Notice DA ~538 cIIad April 5, 1996, die WimJeu TcJDcormm'Dic.a1ioDl
Bureau dUeeted 929 MHz~es CO use tbe cri1aia in 47 en 122.'37(f) ro dcrmDine
interfenmce CODIOUt. A4 lilted ill yourco~, such madificatiODl or cblnges do
not require frequcacy coordiDadoD by PCIA IIId do DDt~ In applicalion to be filed.
We would appreciate, bDwcver, DOtification of such modificatious in respcmaes to
C01IItNctioD iDquirieI.

I WT DocJe!:r No.•18.

1 see IJIo 1133-35 of the Fint Rqon tmtl Order in WT Dockd 96-18 adopll:d April 22.
1996.


